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 WASHINGTON (NNPA) - 
Embattled Republican National 
Committee (RNC) chairman 
Michael Steele is seemingly 
being bludgeoned politically 
from all angles.
 The former lieutenant 
governor of Maryland, who 
had a very high profile, yet 
brief squabble in March with 
Conservative talk radio jug-
gernaut Rush Limbaugh, is 
perhaps being undercut dra-
matically by his own party.
 Politico’s Ben Smith reported 
last week that GOP officials 
are pushing a resolution that 
would limit Steele’s control 
over the party’s spending. 
Smith received a copy of the 
resolution that would aggres-
sively grab power from Steele 
and hand it to the RNC’s 
executive committee, giving 
it control of spending over 
$100,000 and all borrowing.
 The resolution would 
also install a comptroller or 
chief financial officer at the 
RNC who would report to 
the executive committee and 
not Steele. “The Chairman 
shall appoint, with the advice 
and consent of the Executive 
Committee, a Comptroller or 
Chief Financial Officer who 
shall report to the Executive 

By. Jan Ransom
NNPA Special Correspondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA) - A 
composed Thelma Butler, 
76, prepared dinner for her 
family and greeted people 
with a tender smile as they 
entered her intimate home 
in Southwest Washington, 
DC recently. 
 But then she broke-down 
as she recalled the events 
leading up to the disappear-
ance of her daughter Pamela 
Butler. Her daughter, 47, 
a program analyst for the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, is a brown-skinned 
African-American female, 
who was last seen February 
12, in the 5800 block of Fourth 
Street in Northwest. 
That was also the last time 
Thelma spoke to her daughter. 
She said her daughter and her 
now ex-boyfriend were mak-
ing plans to take her out for 
Valentine’s Day. Butler told 
her mother that she would 
pick her up at 3 p.m. 
Five days passed and no one 
heard from Pamela. Derrick 
Butler, 46, described his sister as 
‘’real meticulous and methodi-
cal. She follows through on 
everything,’’ he said. 
Derrick sent his sister a text 
stating if he didn’t hear from 
her he would file a missing 

Women of the National Congress of Black Women gather around the newly unveiled Sojourner 
Truth bust in the U. S. Capitol. NCBW President Dr. E. Faye Williams stands in center (green 
suit). Credit: The Washington Informer

NNPA Special Correspondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA) - The 
decade-long quest to erect a 
memorial statue of Sojourner 
Truth in the U.S. Capitol has 
finally come to fruition. The 
bust was unveiled during 
a euphoria-filled ceremony 
April 28, honoring the aboli-
tionist and heroic activist for 
women’s rights who lived 
from 1797-1883. 
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   Before a standing-room-only 
audience at the University 
of Texas April 29 The host of 
the Alternative media news 
magazine Democracy Now! 
called upon students working 
in progressive and alterna-
tive media on campus and 
throughout the world stand 
up and to mainstream and 
corporate outlets and hold each 
one of them accountable, and 
to serve as the true watchdogs 
of government and corporate 
mainstreamed media.
   Amy Goodman, the co-anchor of the alternative news 
program available on TV, Radio and the Internet, visited 
Austin as part of her new book tour, Standing up to the 
Masses, co-written by Dan Goodman, described how 
holding public officials and public figures as lawmakers, 
newsmakers, and news outlets to on the biggest issues 
facing the nation and the world, none of which receive 
a fair hearing, much less a serious and realistic debate. 
Democracy Now! for the last 13 years, has remain true to 
that same mission of accountability, while serving all sorts 
of harassment as an alternative news outlet during major 
news events such as last years’ Republican National Party 
Convention in Minnesota.
   Goodman and co-anchor Juan Gonzales have worked 
together uncovering many different forms of corruption 
stretching over the last 13 years, from the war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, to health insurance, where no true debate are 
heard elsewhere on the national news outlets such as CNN, 
FOX and MSNBC.
   “President Barack Obama now proposes to expand the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, thus breaking a campaign 
promise he made during the presidential election of 2008,” 
Amy Goodman told the audience. “Now, he has instead 
expanded the wars with sending 17,000 more troops, with 
an additional 4,000 more soldiers moved to Iraq sent back 
to serve additional tours of duty, with will also send a total 
of 78,000 troops to join and fight both wars, rotating back 
and forth between home and the frontlines.
   “Where was the debate? When was the last time that you 
tuned in and watched any of the major corporate news 
networks sit down to have a serious debate around this 
issue?” Goodman asked. “Just like it was back in 2003, and 
yet even today, the debate is still all around us, including 
the people in this room.”
   Goodman also recalled sharing a flight on route to Grand 
Rapids, Mich., sitting right next to a military consultant who 
was headed to a military installation based in Huntsville, 
Ala. “We were talking about the economy and ground zero 

 Early voting ended Tuesday 
for this Saturday’s City Council 
election and a very low turnout 
is anticipated.  For some of 
the candidates on the ballot a 
low turnout may be desired. 
That is the impression we get 
from candidates who may 
little or no effort to appeal to 
you for your vote. I intend to 
reward their lack of apprecia-
tion with a serious protest 
vote. I will be voting against 
certain candidates as much as 
I will be voting for the few I 
genuinely support. 
 I have no intention of tell-
ing you who to vote against, 
but I sincerely hope that you 
do use your vote to send a 
message to candidates who 
don’t respect your vote, don’t 
care whether you vote or not 
and doesn’t want you to vote 
unless of course,you are vot-
ing for them.
 Think about who has given 
you a reason to vote. Think 
about who has addressed 
your issues. Think about who 
has shown up at your events 
or in your neighborhood. 
Someone who has done all 
that deserves your vote and 
your enthusiastic support. 
Those who have not deserve 
your active opposition.
 There are more candidates 
on this City Council ballot who 
made absolutely no appeal to 
NOKOA readers than there 
are ones who did and only 

V o t e 
A g a i n s t 
Somebody

Recent Austin City Council 
actions to commission 

a private sector ‘planning’ 
corporation to up-date the 
now somewhat dated Austin 
Tomorrow Plan of the early 
1980’s continue to raise the 
ire of various community and 
social activists who question 
not only the cost but the value 
received! 
 One such is Clint Smith, 
who participated in 2001-02 
as a representative of the 
Rosewood Planning Team 
in development of the 2001 
Austin Equity Report and it’s 
recommendations: “We’ve yet 
to experience, especially in East 
Austin, effective implementa-
tion of 2001-02 Study which 
involved recommendations 
with the intention to look 

Sojourner Truth First Black 
Woman Memorialized at U. S. 

‘Democracy Now!’ host 
calls on UT students to serve 
as progressive Another Black Woman 

Victim of ‘Missing White 
Women Syndrome’

Have You 
Seen Her?

 The statue is the first to 
honor a Black woman in the 
nation’s Capitol. It has been 
announced that her memorial 
will soon be joined by the bust 
of Rosa Parks. 
 ‘’Now many young boys and 
girls like my own daughters 
will come to Emancipation Hall 
and see the face of a woman 
who looks like them,’’ said 
First Lady Michelle Obama 
after unveiling the bronze 

figure of Truth. ‘’I hope that 
Sojourner Truth would be 
proud to see me, a descendant 
of slaves, serving as the first 
lady of the United States of 
America.’’ 
 It was the late Dr. C. DeLores 
Tucker, founder and a national 
chair of the NCBW, who led 
the charge to have Sojourner 
Truth memorialized within the 
Capitol. Tucker introduced 
Congress to a bill that called 

back at the 1980’s Plan, and 
move forward by now!” 
 Instead, Smith sees this 
new ‘study’ and anticipated 
recommendations as deja 
vu all over again, noting his 
comment in the Austin Equity 
Commission Report, August 
23, 2001: 
 With regard to affordable 
housing, does the City of 
Austin’s Smart Growth policy 
of neighborhood planning 
adequately take into account 
the option of rehabilitating 
older housing stock, particu-
larly in East Austin, rather 
than demolishing old homes, 
where people often still live 
(the old, poor, & handicapped) 
and replacing them with new 

DNC and RNC Take Aim At Steele 

Committee,” reads one section 
of the resolution.
 Wisconsin GOP chairman 
Reince Pribus, a Steele ally, 
allegedly sent an email to GOP 
members arguing, “This reso-
lution is an attempt to usurp 
the chairman’s authority in a 
completely unprecedented 
and historic manner.”
 The RNC did not respond 
to a request for comment on 
the GOP resolution.
 Meanwhile, the Democratic 

National Committee (DNC) 
launched a recent attack of its 
own against the RNC chair 
with the release of a new 
video, “Broken Steele.”
 The one minute, 11 second 
video lambasts Steele over 
the outcome of a special 
election in New York’s 20th 
Congressional District where 
Democrat Scott Murphy 
defeated Republican Jim Tedisco 
to replace Kirsten Gillibrand, 

see Have You pg. 4
see Amy Goodman pg. 2

“While my Family’s Experience is a personal heartbreak, the 
major concern is the City’s overall apparent evasion of its 
own accountability and the impact that it has on the Public 
Health & Safety; The Public Trust; and its Stewardship (past & 
present) of Federal & Local tax monies. programs?”  -- Allissa 

City Accountability to 
Citizens Questioned

see City pg. 4

see Steele pg. 6see Sojouner pg. 6

see Vote pg. 6
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By Jason Alderman
 In many families, personal 
financial details aren’t always 
shared freely, especially between 
generations. But if you’re not 
familiar with your parents’ 
financial situation, you may 
be doing them – and yourself 
– a disservice.
 Even with parents currently 
in good health, it’s wise to 
become familiar with their 
financial, medical and legal 
recordkeeping so you’ll be 
able to step in and help out if 
needed. You may have to walk 
a fine line between appearing 
nosey or controlling and not 
spotting warning signals that 
something may be amiss.
When you visit your folks, 
keep an eye out for:
Unpaid bills, late payment 
notices or utility shut-off 
warnings.
 Hints they sometimes 
must choose between filling 
prescriptions and buying food, 
heating or other necessities.
 An overabundance of 
junk mail, unlikely magazine 
subscriptions or cheap prizes, 
which could indicate they 
may be targets for aggressive 
telemarketers or get-rich-quick 
schemes.
 Unnecessary “home improve-
ments” that may indicate 
they’ve fallen prey to con 
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Help your parents stay 
artists. Or conversely, signs 
that they can’t afford needed 
repairs.
Signs of overspending or other 
indicators they&39;re living 
beyond their means.
 Uncharacteristic secre-
tiveness or defensiveness, 
possibly indicating they’re 
embarrassed about money 
problems or afraid their 
independence would be at 
risk if they confide in you.
 Don’t be afraid to initiate 
conversations about your 
parents’ finances. While it 
might be awkward at first, 
you may in fact put their 
minds at ease by showing that 
you’re looking out for their 
best interests. A good way 
to raise the subject is to ask 
their advice about your own 
situation. For example, bring 
up concerns about your own 
retirement planning then ask 
if they have adequate savings 
themselves.
 Organize. One of the big-
gest problems people of all 
ages have with their finances 
is getting organized. Offer 
to help your parents create, 
and periodically update, files 
containing:
 Details of all major posses-
sions and relevant paperwork 
(such as property deeds, car 
registration, jewelry, etc.)
 Outstanding debts (mortgage 
documents, car loan papers, 
medical bills, etc.)
 All income sources, includ-
ing Social Security, pension, 
401(k), IRA, and personal 
savings.
 Bank accounts, credit cards, 
safe deposit box and insurance 
policies, including password, 
agent and beneficiary infor-
mation.
 Will, trust, power of attorney, 
health care proxy and other 
documents showing how they 

want their affairs handled. 
AARP’s website (www.aarp.
org/families/legal_issues) is 
a rich source of information 
about these and other legal 
issues facing seniors.
 Past income tax returns, and 
accountant or financial advi-
sor contact information.
Budget. Chances are, your 
parents’ medical, insurance, 
food and other inflation-
impacted bills have risen 
faster than their income – and 
recent stock market downturns 
certainly haven’t helped. 
Your parents need to know 
exactly how much money 
is coming in every month 
and how much is going out. 
If they don’t already have a 
detailed budget, offer to help 
create one.
 For tips on creating a 
budget, visit Practical Money 
Skills for Life, Visa Inc.’s free 
personal financial manage-
ment site (www.practicalmo-
neyskills.com/budgeting). It 
features My Budget Planner, 
a comprehensive interactive 
calculator, as well as many 
other budgeting tools and 
tips.
 Consult an expert. A finan-
cial planner can help you and 
your parents understand the 
many tax, income and expense 
implications of retirement. 
If they don’t already have a 
planner, www.plannersearch.
org is a good place to start 
your search.
 Take care of these financial 
planning details now, so that 
when your parents need your 
help, you’ll be able to give 
them your full attention.
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs. 
Sign up for his free monthly 
e-Newsletter at www.prac-
ticalmoneyskills.com/news-
letter.

Registration for ACC’s summer classes 
is open May 4–27. Apply now.

(512) 223.4ACC   austincc.edu    

Don’t forget to check online for new fall registration dates.
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‘affordable housing’ (afford-
able for whom, I ask)? To 
what extent has the effect of 
these ‘people removal’ poli-
cies been evaluated? Are we 
living through another 1950’s 
or 1960’s style era, when 
urban renewal became urban 
removal in East Austin ? Our 
present experience with the 
fast tracking of East Austin 
neighborhood plans by the 
City Council is déjà vu all 
over again. 
 An especially graphic 
horror story, among others 
Smith references to bolster 
his claim, is documented on 
an online website his group 
established: www.austinac-
countabilityproject.com - 
highlighting the Chambers 
Family. 
 Smith says, “A bright spot 
resulting from rapidly growing 
public interest in the ‘litany 
of horrors’ exposed on our 
website and the accompa-
nying political heat, is also 
raising public concern as to 
whether the City of Austin 
is capable of effective and 

fiscal accountability in using 
so-called ‘Federal stimulus 
funds’. Afterall, how can 
Public Officials who have so 
far refused to come clean in 
response to questions about 
past misuse of Federal Funds 
in violation of the Public Trust 
be trusted with Stimulus 
Funds? 
 City Council Candidate 
Chris Riley has been the only 
candidate so far who has shown 
an interest in following up and 
who volunteered a personal 
donation to the fund raising 
effort making a contribution 
to assist the Chambers Family. 
He writes in a recent email 
correspondence: 
 “I’m very concerned about 
the Chambers Family situation, 
and I’m committed to making 
sure the questions it raises get 
answered...  I hope to have 
the opportunity to work on 
this as a Council Member” 
 For very pertinent additional 
information on these matters 
of ‘People Removal’, see the 
current Austin Chronicle 
article “Where did Austin 
‘s Affordable housing go?” 
(May 1, 2009) by Katherine 

Gregor http://www.austin-
chronicle.com/gyrobase/Issue/
story?oid=oid%3A774691 
http://www.austinchron-
icle.com/gyrobase/Issue/
story?oid=oid%3A774691 
 It should be noted that the 
Chambers family has been 
pursuing justice on their 
questions of accountability 
from the City of Austin for 
a number of years, and the 
issue has now been referred 
to the Travis County District 
Attorney’s Office. See the 
TCGP website for background 
information and documenta-
tion www.traviscountygreens.
org 
Contact Information: 
Clint Smith 445.4129 Austinites 
Lobbying for Municipal 
Accountability 
Bill Stout 589-8048 Travis 
County Green Party billstout@
txgreens.org 

   The book Standing Up to 
The Masses is available.
 

persons report followed by 
another text saying that their 
mother was in the hospital. 
She did not respond and 
he filed a missing person’s 
report. 
 Pamela has become one 
among the average looking 
men, women and children 
from a variety of economic, 
social and ethnic backgrounds 
who make up the more than 
102,764 active missing persons 
in the U.S., according to the 
National Crime Information 
Center. Mainstream media 
continues to fail to present 
what is in fact a very diverse 
missing persons population 
while mostly concentrating 
on White women.
 Butler’s story received local 
news coverage by the local 
television networks, News 
Channel 8, MSNBC and the 
Washington Post, but not on 
a national level.
 Unlike the stories of Chandra 
Levy, a congressional intern 
who had an affair with Rep. 
Gary Condit (D-California), 
and Laura Garza, a Brooklyn 

Have You Seen Her: Missing Black Woman
woman who vanished after 
leaving a Manhattan nightclub 
with a serial sex offender, the 
cases of Butler and other Black 
women are never covered 
in great detail on national 
networks like CNN. 
 Garza is often described in 
the media as a ‘’curly-haired 
beauty.’’ 
 What’s the difference 
between the three women? 
According to many, race 
continues to play a primary 
role. 
 ‘’Media Backtalk,’’ a live 
discussion with Washington 
Post columnist and media 
critic Howard Kurtz, one 
Washingtonian wrote, ‘’I can-
not recollect one case about 
a young African-American 
or Hispanic woman/child 
going missing. Locally, yes. 
Nationally, no.... Could you 
help me understand why the 
media fails so miserably in 
this arena?’’
 Kurtz described it as ‘’the 
Missing White Women syn-
drome,’’ and added that the 
White women ‘’generally have 
to be middle class, and it helps 

if they’re attractive.’’
 According to FBI statistics, 
in 2008, a total of 778,161 
missing person records were 
entered into the National 
Crime Information Center’s 
Missing Person File. Thirty-
three percent of those missing 
are African Americans and 
they are only 12 percent of 
the U.S. population. Whites 
make-up 62 percent of the 
U.S. population and account 
for nearly 63 percent of the 
missing victims which includes 
Hispanics. Males make-up 47 
percent of the missing. 
Even law enforcement have 
taken notice.
 “It’s sad that today people 
of color are not valued as much 
as Whites,” said Metropolitan 
Police Detective Richard 
Adams.’’Everybody is worthy 
of maximum effort when you’re 
trying to find missing people 
… It (race) doesn’t matter to 
me. If you’re missing, I’m 
gonna’ find you.’’
Anyone with information is asked to 
call the Command Information Center 
at (202) 727-9099. For those who wish 
to remain anonymous call 1-888-919-
CRIME.

City Accountability


